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Technical Bulletin 
 

Liquid Proficiency Sample Testing Procedure for  
Sofia SARS Antigen FIA and Sofia 2 Flu + SARS Antigen FIA Test Kits 

 
 
Prepare Liquid Proficiency Sample 
 

1. Prepare the Reagent Tube according to the Package Insert.  

2. Insert the swab provided in the test kit into the liquid proficiency testing sample. 

3. Swirl the swab in the liquid proficiency testing sample for fifteen (15) seconds to allow for absorbance. 

Ensure swab is thoroughly saturated. 

4. Gently remove the swab from the liquid proficiency sample and place it into the prepared Reagent Tube. 

5. Follow the Swab Test Procedure in the Package Insert to complete testing. 

Swab Test Procedure 

 
1. Verify that Sofia is set to the desired mode:  WALK AWAY or READ NOW.   

See the “Using Sofia and Sofia 2” or “Using Sofia 2” section of the Package Insert 
for more information. 
 

2. Dispense all of the Reagent Solution bulb into the Reagent Tube.  
Swirl the Reagent Tube to dissolve its contents. 

 
 
3. Place the proficiency liquid saturated swab into the Reagent Tube. Roll the swab at 

least 3 times while pressing the head against the bottom and side of the Reagent 
Tube. 
 
 
Leave the swab in the Reagent Tube for 1 minute. 
 

4. Roll the swab head against the inside of the Reagent Tube as you remove it. 
Dispose of the used swab in your biohazard waste.  
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5. Fill the provided Small, Clear 120 µL Fixed Volume Pipette with the patient sample 
from the Reagent Tube.  
 
To fill the Fixed Volume Pipette with the patient sample: 
a) FIRMLY squeeze the top bulb.  
b) Still squeezing, place the Pipette tip into the patient sample. 
c) With the Pipette tip still in the patient sample, slowly release pressure 

on bulb to fill the Pipette. 
 
6. Firmly squeeze the top bulb to empty the contents of the Small, Clear 120 µL 

Fixed Volume Pipette into the Test Cassette sample well. Extra liquid left over in 
the overflow bulb should be left behind.   

 
NOTE: The Fixed Volume Pipettes are designed to collect and dispense the 
correct amount of liquid sample. Discard the pipette in your biohazard waste.  
 
NOTE: Do not pour sample from the Reagent Tube. Use the provided Small, 
Clear 120 µL Fixed Volume Pipette. 
 

7. Promptly proceed to the next section of the Package Insert, “Using Sofia and Sofia 
2” or “Using Sofia 2”, to complete the test. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the use of this product or to report a problem, please contact Quidel 
Technical Support at 1.800.874.1517 (in the U.S.) or technicalsupport@quidel.com. If outside the U.S., further 
information can be obtained from your distributor, or directly from Quidel at one of the numbers listed below.  
Reference quidel.com to see more options for Support.  
 

Country Phone                               E-Mail Address 

Europe, Middle East and Africa 
+353 (91) 412 474 (main) 
0 1800 200441 (toll free) 

emeatechnicalsupport@quidel.com 

Austria +43 316 231239 

Belgium +32 (2) 793 0180 

France 0 (805) 371674 

Germany +49 (0) 7154 1593912 

Netherlands 0 800 0224198 

Switzerland 0 800 554864 

United Kingdom 0 800 3688248 

Ireland +353 (91) 412 474 

Italy +39 (800) 620 549 

North America, Asia-Pacific, Latin America 858.552.1100 technicalsupport@quidel.com 

Canada 
437.266.1704 (main) 
888.415.8764 (toll free) 

technicalsupport@quidel.com 

China 
0400 920 9366 or 
+86 021 3217 8300 

chinatechnicalservice@quidel.com 

 

You may also visit our website at quidel.com for information on Quidel’s line of Rapid Diagnostics, Molecular 
Diagnostics, Cell Culture and Specialty Products (Bone Health and Autoimmune & Complement). Other product 
information available on our website includes: CPT codes, CLSI procedure guides, SDS, and Package Inserts. 
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